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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



. MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

- If NO^hod^repfy is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. ..-.AM^z-Mir-r^ > > <-. ^ o 4 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
Status 

1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Dec 20. 2000 

2a) B This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quajfl/935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B3 Claimrsl 1-1 8 and 25-34 , 



m is/are pending in the applica 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) B Claims 1-18 and 25-34 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are withdrawn from considers 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 



Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: aP approved b) □disapproved. 



11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) ENone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
14) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S:G. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: * , 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-18 and 25-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fargher et al.(US Patent No. 5,826,040) in view of Matusuzaki (US Patent No. 5767848) 
considered with Sato or Hoffman (US Patent No. 5,261,102). 

Applicant argues that Fargher does not disclose or suggest managing resources group by 
group and states that Fargher is in contrast with the claimed invention because resources are not 
allocated to a resource group from a job definition form. 

In response, a resource manager having a plurality of workers certainly recognizes the 
capabilities of each worker. The resource manager would have also recognized the resources 
required to handle a particular job. Managing resources of jobs wherein each resource is 
allocated for use by workers of a group in performing a job to be carried by the group would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. Fargher further teaches checking the status of 
various resources and having a scheduler for tracking work in progress and for tracking and 
directing the flow of work in a factory. Note column 5, lines 27-35 and column 6, lines 15-27 of 
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Fargher et al. Although a job definition form is not explicitly recited, most jobs require certain 
types of resources to be used to handle a particular job along with the skilled worker having the 
capability to use the resources and handle the particular job or task. Representing these 
information would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the reviewing and 
assignments of jobs. Having a job monitor for monitoring jobs carried out by the different groups 
of workers and for monitoring the security of the resources allocated to the groups would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in order to prevent underutilization or overutilization of 
resources or workers. 

Matusuzaki et al and Sato disclose the sharing of computer resources. Having a resource 
manager, a job monitor and a scheduler in the combination of Fargher et al, Matusuzaki and Sato 
or Hoffman for exchanging the rights to use the resources among the groups according to the job 
definition form would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art with the motivation of 
avoiding conflict among the groups and also to maximize production. 
2. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 



Serial Number: 09/225,208 
Art Unit: 2164 



Page 4 



CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Frantzy Poinvil, whose telephone number is 

(703) 305-9779. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 

Thursday from 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

The fax phone number for this Art Unit is (703) 305-0040. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 

be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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